Mr. & Mrs. Etienne Dreyfous 


October 19, 2001 


Dear Etienne & Jill: 

It was a delight for Evelyn and I to meet both of you and to share the enjoyment 
of the rare book libraries and the Barnes art collection. All of us had the opportunity to 
share personal ideas and experiences. That gave those at the Mercantile Library (Bixby 
Club) event an extra amount of satisfaction and pleasure. We are looking forward to 
another outing anywhere. 

You were kind enough to volunteer to help me locate a pamphlet which I have 
been unsuccessful in finding. As I told you I do coin and paper money research and 
writing and found a reference in an early 19 th century American Encyclopedia to a French 
invention which is described as: 

“ Rapport fait a la classe, des sciences Mathematiques et Physiques de L’Institut 

National; sur diverses Inventions de Jean Pierre Droz, relatives a L’Art du 

Monnoyage.” 

It states that this report describes a coining press with its automatic feeding apparatus 
minutely detailed. It was subsequently improved and used by Mathew Boulton of 
England about 1788. I enclose a copy of the printed text of our source. The Bibliotheque 
Nationale should have it somewhere and you indicated you would use your contacts to try 
to find. 

Droz is well known as a superb 18 th century mechanic who designed coining 
machinery. Everyone wanted to hire him, even the Americans. 

As early as 1731 M. DuBusson presented such a project to the Royal Academy of 
Paris. Droz wrote his pamphlet long after this period but no date is available to me. 

If you need any further information I shall be glad to try to furnish it. 

With Evelyn and my kindest regards for a thriving life to both of you. 


Eric P. Newman 



November 7, 2001 


TO: Etienne Dreyfous 
FROM: Eric P. Newman 


FAX: (33) 01 45 67 53 70 
FAX: (1-314) 727-0820 


I was delighted to hear from you so promptly on my request for the Droz 
pamphlet. I also thank Jill for contacting Ruth Bryant indicating that I would be hearing 
from you. 

Naturally I would like to buy a copy of the book written by Mr. Damis if you are 
able to find one. The period from 1795 to 1826 is exactly what I am working on with 
respect to the U.S. Mint, as the mechanical details are not recorded here. To talk to Mr. 
Damis would be great. 

It is very kind of you to have the Musee de la Monnaie in Paris locate the Droz 
manuscript. Has a copy of it ever been made on microfilm or in any other way? About 
how many pages is it? Can a photocopy be made now? 

Evelyn and I would love to come to Paris on our next European visit and see you 
and Jill. Ruth and Evelyn are working on such a trip to include the flower display in the 
main square in Brussels which occurs once every two years. 

Thank you for being so considerate about the September 11 events here. We will 
carry on normally but need help to solve the Anthrax, etc., problem. We hope our 
government knows much more than is being disclosed. 

What a pleasure it was to be with you both. 


Thrive. 



27th August 2005 



Dear Eric and Evelyn, 

Ruth Bryant kindly sent us a copy of the Washington University 
magazine which under the title " a creative partnership" ran a 
wonderful article covering your life and your achievements. 

Jill and I want to tell you how much we enjoyed reading this 
article. 

Indeed we did not need to read this to appreciate the wonderful 
qualities you have both always displayed to run your life at the 
service of others with such kindness and devotion and naturally 
we had alraedy realised with great fascination the remarkable way 
in which Eric advanced numismatic knowledge and collections to 
such heights, especially when you offered us your hospitality in 
St Louis. 


We do remember our lovely chats and often talk about you both 


But it was nice all the same to read this article which brought 
us back to St Louis and to our get together in New York. 


We hope that you are managing well and that you are able to enjoy 
the summer and your family? 



With much love from both of us 



Etienne and Jill Dreyfous 
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